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Olivia Reddick had a chance 
to sit in San Jose Councilwoman 
Nancy Pyle’s seat and see from her 
perspective. 
Reddick and other SJSU stu-
dents role-played a city council 
meeting in the Council Chambers 
of  San Jose City Hall on Saturday 
morning as part of  former Vice 
Mayor Cindy Chavez’s local poli-
tics class at SJSU. 
By a 10-1 vote, this mock coun-
cil defeated a proposal to install 
fi lters on computers in San Jose 
public libraries, an issue currently 
being discussed by the actual city 
council.
Reddick, a junior political sci-
ence major, said she thought the 
meeting turned out “pretty realis-
tic,” in spite of  time constraints. 
Adding to the realism, former 
San Jose Mayor Susan Hammer 
reprised her role, while Trixie 
Johnson, former vice mayor of  San 
Jose, was also part of  the council. 
Also part of  the mock council 
was District 1 Councilman Pete 
After reigning as the safest big city in the United 
States for six consecutive years, San Jose has fallen be-
hind Honolulu and El Paso, Texas, and into third place 
on the safe-city list executed annually by CQ Press.
“I knew we used to be the biggest safe city,” said 
Kevin Ghodoosian, a junior fi nance major. “Even 
though we’ve moved down, nothing has changed ex-
cept for our ranking. Our cops are still doing the same 
job. We’re safer than a lot of  other big cities.”
Being the safest big city has been a point of  pride 
for San Jose and its offi cials. Maintaining the status as 
the safest big city in America was the No. 1 three-year 
goal on the 2007-08 Budget Actions List.
“We always enjoyed having the recognition,” said 
Enrique Garcia, a press information offi cer for the San 
Jose Police Department. “Losing it doesn’t change the 
fact that we are a safe city.”
Garcia said that San Jose has grown by 100,000 
people over the past few years, yet the number of  po-
lice has remained the same as it was in 1994.
“It’s like adding another small city like Santa Clara, 
but not adding more police,” Garcia said.
He said it is a feat that San Jose has maintained 
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now third 
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Poli Sci students take 
council seats in simulation
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By SARAH KYO
SANTA CLAUS HAS COME TO TOWN
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
LOCAL NEWS
• A CQ Press study used city and metro 
areas with a population of  at least 100,000
• 378 cities and 333 metro areas were 
included in the rankings
• Six basic categories: murder, rape, rob-
bery, aggravated assault, burglary and 
motor vehicle theft
• Weighting each crime equally, cities are 
compared based on their crime rates and 
how they compare to the national average 
in each category
• The numbers are then added together 
for the metro area’s fi nal score and then 
ranked lowest to highest
Ranking the safest cities 
Source: “City Crime Rankings,” 14th ed, 2007
Popular Arabic course to return in Spring ‘08
SD Read tomorrow’s newspaper for a story about SJPD’s gang task force.
Arabic has become the fastest grow-
ing foreign language on college cam-
puses in the U.S., increasing by 127 
percent since 2002, according to a 
survey done by the Modern Language 
Association of  America.
The association is composed of  pro-
fessionals in the fi elds of  language and 
literature who aspire to strengthen the 
knowledge of  those subjects.
At SJSU, a course in Arabic was 
offered for the fi rst time last summer, 
said Fayeq Oweis in an e-mail. Oweis, 
who taught the summer Arabic class, 
will be teaching a continuation of  the 
course at SJSU next spring.
Oweis said 15 students enrolled in 
the course last summer, and he hopes 
to have the same amount of  interest in 
the class next spring. 
The class was offered, he said, be-
cause several students had expressed 
an interest in learning Arabic and 
asked the department to add a course 
in the language.
Sami Monsur, a senior Spanish ma-
jor, said the Arabic class was taught 
really well. 
“Each chapter segued into the next 
one,” she said. “It made it very easy to 
learn.”
Monsur said Oweis was also able to 
keep the class focused on the language 
and culture, and leave out any political 
issues.
She said there was a good mix of  
students in the class who were inter-
Students ask department for continuation of class
Staff  Writer
By LEAH BIGELOW
Students of Cindy Chavez’s political science class 
played the roles of San Jose city offi cials such as 
chief of police, city librarian, and city attorney in the 
City Hall chambers.
HANNA THRASHER // Spartan Daily
Confetti and bubbles danced 
in the air to the beat of  steady 
drums as Santa Claus passed 
through South Market Street 
on Sunday. Children of  all ages 
were cheering and smiling.
According to 8-year old Jus-
tin Cavalos, Santa lives in the 
North Pole where he creates 
toys to deliver to children on 
Christmas. He makes a list of  all 
the good boys and girls in world 
and checks it twice before head-
ing out on Christmas, Cavalos 
said. He said believes he is on 
the “good” list.
Seven-year old Tommy 
Nguyen and his brother Henry, 
age 4, also believe they are also 
on the list of  good kids. 
“Santa is going to bring me 
a Transformer,” Tommy said. 
Henry was not sure what Santa 
would bring him. He said he just 
wanted something to play with.
Santa Claus said he arrived in 
San Jose to be a part of  the city’s 
Christmas in the Park exhibit.
“I like all the tree decorations 
and displays,” he said.
There were trees decorated 
by various schools and organiza-
tions throughout the city. There 
were also displays of  elves work-
ing on toys with mice singing 
Christmas carols. Some of  the 
children took pictures with elves 
and mice. 
Trisha Ramirez, an 8-year 
old from San Jose said she liked 
all the displays at Christmas in 
the Park. “My favorite is the one 
of  the children in the school,” 
she said.
The Christmas in the Park 
exhibit will run until Jan. 1, ac-
cording to the event’s Web site.
Floating into 
the holiday 
season
Staff  Writer
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
ABOVE: A Big Bird balloon fl oated through downtown San Jose on Sunday as part of 
downtown’s Christmas Parade.
LEFT: Santa Claus’ sleigh glides through the streets of downtown San Jose during 
Sunday’s Christmas Parade. 
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The Neat Ideas Fair and 
SJSU Film Festival took 
center stage on campus 
over the weekend
Turn to page 3
CAMPUS CLEANUP
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In an act of philanthropy, fraterni-
ties and sororities donated their 
time to the SJSU campus friday.
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SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta 
Guide information online. Visit our Web site at 
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also submit 
information in writing to DBH 209.
Dec 4.
How To Read Islamic Philosophy
Mohammad Azadpur, assistant profes-
sor of  philosophy at San Francisco State 
University, will be speaking on the topic 
“How to read Islamic Philosophy” at 4:30 
p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Li-
brary, Conference Room 255. For more 
information, call Bo Mou at 924-4513.
Book Discussion: Drinking Coffee Elsewhere
A discussion on Z.Z. Packer’s book 
“Drinking Coffee Elsewhere” will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room 
105H. Coffee will be served. For more in-
formation, e-mail Annette Nellen at anel-
len@sjsu.edu.
Ongoing
Winter Clothes Drive
Please donate new and gently used 
winter clothes for all ages. Donations will 
go to Sacred Heart. Please drop off  dona-
tions in the social work offi ce, Washing-
ton Square Hall, Room 215. For more 
information, contact Emily Wischhusen 
at ewischhusen@sbcglobal.net.
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty 
and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon three 
working days before the desired publication date. Space 
restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are 
printed in order in which they are received. 
ABOVE LEFT: A man and child riding a motorcycle 
cruised through San Jose’s Christmas Parade on Sun-
day, Dec. 2.
ABOVE RIGHT: Nickelodeon’s Spongebob Squarepants, 
Dora the Explorer and Diego joined in the fun at the 
Parade Sunday.
LEFT: A band marched to its own beat in Sunday’s Parade.
Enjoying the 
Christmas parade
ROCHESTER, N.H. — 
A distraught man wearing what 
appeared to be a bomb walked 
into a Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton campaign offi ce Friday and 
demanded to speak to the can-
didate about access to mental 
health care. A hostage drama 
dragged on for nearly six hours 
until he peacefully surrendered.
Shortly after releasing the 
last of  at least fi ve hostages un-
harmed, a man whom police 
identifi ed as Leeland Eisenberg, 
46, walked out of  the storefront 
offi ce, put down a homemade 
bomb-like package and was im-
mediately surrounded by SWAT 
team with guns drawn. Clad in 
gray slacks, white dress shirt 
and a red tie, he was put on the 
ground and handcuffed.
Authorities said Eisenberg 
was strapped with what turned 
out to be road fl ares and de-
manded to speak to Clinton, 
who was in Washington dur-
ing the day but traveled to New 
Hampshire Friday night to meet 
with the hostages, their families 
and police.
The confrontation brought 
Clinton’s campaign to a stand-
still just fi ve weeks before the 
New Hampshire primary, one 
of  the fi rst tests of  the presi-
dential campaign season. She 
canceled all appearances, as did 
her husband, former President 
Bill Clinton, and the security 
around her was increased as a 
precaution. Clinton has Secret 
Service protection.
“He was someone that was 
not known to my campaign 
headquarters until he walked 
in the door today,” Clinton said 
at a late-night news conference 
in Portsmouth. “It appears that 
he is someone who is in need of  
help and sought attention in ab-
solutely the wrong way.”
A man who said he was Mrs. 
Eisenberg’s son declined com-
ment Friday night.
Rochester police Chief  Da-
vid DuBois said Eisenberg was 
being held on state charges of  
kidnapping and reckless con-
duct, and that federal charges 
were being considered.
According to police, Eisen-
berg walked into the offi ce 
around 1 p.m. and peeled back 
his jacket to reveal what ap-
peared to be a bomb duct-taped 
to his chest. He took several 
hostages, but immediately let a 
woman with an infant go.
Armed SWAT team mem-
bers, protecting themselves with 
shields, called to the man over 
bullhorns and attempted to 
hand a phone into the offi ce.
Eisenberg had a hostage call 
CNN three times, and he spoke 
to network staffers during the 
standoff, CNN reported after 
the ordeal was over and all the 
hostages were safe.
Associated Press
By BEVERLY WANG
Man takes hostages 
at Clinton’s 
campaign offi ce
PHOTOS BY KRISTEN MACFARLANE  // Special to the Daily
SJSU students and faculty 
watched short fi lms from aspiring 
SJSU fi lmmakers at the Film Pro-
duction Film Festival Thursday in 
the University Theatre.
This year the Film Production 
Society, a group of  student fi lmmak-
ers at SJSU, produced the event.
The festival showcased 19 fi lms, 
including 2007 SJSU Campus 
Movie Fest Best Comedy winner 
“Love Struck,” directed by Sumit 
Mahwar, and Best Picture winner 
“Mass Transit,” directed by Chris 
Faulkner.
Most of  the fi lms received great 
reactions from the hundreds in at-
tendance.
“All the fi lms were really good,” 
said Gyasi Woods, a senior advertis-
ing major. “I voted for ‘Mass Tran-
sit’ for the Audience Choice Award. 
I thought it was well put together.”
“I thought the whole festival 
was great,” said Kenyatta Brooks, 
a senior creative writing major. “I 
had a couple of  favorites. I liked 
‘Mass Transit’ because of  the sign 
language and the good story. I also 
liked ‘Love Struck’ a lot because it 
was cute and funny.”
Television, radio, fi lm and the-
atre majors produced most of  the 
fi lms showcased, but there were a 
few by animation majors, according 
to Film Production Society Presi-
dent Andrew Hellesen.
Television, radio, fi lm and theatre 
students not involved in the festival 
came out to offer encouragement to 
their peers.
“I came out because I wanted 
to show support my fellow fi lm ma-
jors,” said Reggie Mullens, a senior 
television, radio, fi lm and theatre 
majors. “I enjoyed watching all the 
fi lms. I really liked ‘Stake in the 
Heart’ and ‘iRob.’ I just think the 
production value of  the fi lms was 
really good.”
Some students were amazed at 
the quality of  the fi lms showcased 
at the festival.
“I was actually surprised,” said 
Philip Nguyen, a senior theatre and 
business double major. “All the fi lms 
were really cool. The fi lms really ex-
ceeded my expectations. My favor-
ite was ‘Dreams on a String.’”
The festival started at 7 p.m. with 
host John Ruddock introducing the 
judges, including Ned Kopp — a 
fi lm production manager — who has 
worked on big studio fi lms such as 
“License to Kill,” “American Graf-
fi ti” and “The Fast and Furious.”
The festival opened with a par-
ody of  the popular sitcom, “The 
Offi ce,” by the Film Production 
Society members and served as the 
introduction to the festival.
The fi lm “iRob”— about a nerdy 
high school teenage boy who creat-
ed a robot to become more popular 
in school — was also well-liked by 
the audience.
There were a wide variety of  
fi lms at the festival, including fi lms 
in black and white, silent fi lms and 
animation fi lms.
One of  the most crowd-pleasing 
animation fi lms of  the night was 
“T.N.E.I.T.”
The short was only 15 seconds 
long and showed why “There’s no 
eye in team.”
“I believe the fi lms met my ex-
pectations,” said judge and member 
of  the television, radio, fi lm and the-
atre faculty Barnaby Dallas. “Some 
of  the fi lms were just fantastic, I’m 
very proud of  the fi lms and the peo-
ple who produced them.”
Dallas said fi ve of  the fi lms will 
be sent to the Cinequest Film Festi-
val — a well-known festival in San 
Jose that starts in February and runs 
until March — and two will be cho-
sen to be showcased in the festival.
“We haven’t decided yet,” said 
Dallas, referring to the fi lms being 
sent to Cinequest. “The faculty will 
get together decide what fi lms will be 
sent over.”
Babak Sarrafan, a radio, televi-
sion, fi lms and theatre faculty mem-
ber, a judge at the festival, was proud 
of  the fi lmmakers and loved the at-
mosphere of  the whole event.
“I’m actually nicely surprised by 
the fi lms,” Sarrafan said. “I like the 
way the fi lm society set it up, they did 
a great job. I loved the atmosphere. 
People were really into the fi lms that 
were shown. Hopefully next year will 
get more campus community com-
ing out to watch the festival.”
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Justin Chapel, a senior business major, said he 
was looking for an easier way to commute back 
and forth from work without having to pay high 
gas prices.
“I was going to buy an electrical scooter, but it 
only went 25 mph, and I couldn’t take it on the 
freeway,” he said. “I wanted something that was 
high performance.” 
So he took out the gas tank of  his motorcycle and 
installed Lithium-ion batteries to power the engine.
His gas-powered motorcycle was now powered 
by electricity.
This idea was the basis for the creation of  his 
company, EnviroFAB.
“We take existing gas vehicles and turn them 
into electric cars,” he said.
Chapel’s motorcycle was one of  approximately 
100 entries at SJSU’s annual Neat Ideas Fair.
The purpose of  the fair was to encourage cre-
ativity and innovation at SJSU, said Anu Basu, a 
business professor at SJSU.
Basu is also the director of  the Silicon Valley 
Center for Entrepreneurship, one of  the organiz-
ers of  the fair. 
Another group involved in organizing the fair 
is the SJSU Entrepreneurial Society.
Faisal Gowani, president of  the group, said the 
idea behind the fair came from the club’s belief  
that Silicon Valley is where the latest technology 
is developed.
“Silicon Valley is the place where million-dollar 
ideas are created,” he said. “Just because SJSU is 
a state school, it does not mean that students from 
SJSU can’t compete with students from Berkeley 
and Stanford.” 
The project ideas range from technology to 
basic needs.
Gustavo Salinas, a senior business major, and 
Ryan Ranola, a junior accounting major, created 
the “EZ pour cereal box.”
“We were brainstorming and decided to cre-
ate something that people can use every day,” 
Salinas said.
Entrepreneurship shines 
at Neat Ideas Fair
Student organization hosts about 100 teams at event
Staff  Writer
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
Our cereal box is easier to open, pours out 
evenly and leaves no mess.”
The cereal box is perfect for children and 
adults with arthritis, Salinas said. 
The two students are currently thinking about 
getting a temporary patent to start working with 
manufacturers. 
Outside of  the Barrett Ballroom in the Student 
Union, Tim Lee, a senior mechanical engineer-
ing major, spoke to observers about his team’s so-
lar cogeneration system. 
The system is benefi cial because it turns wasted 
heat into useable heat, he said. The heat comes 
from solar cells that lose energy overtime.
“HP (Hewlett Packard) labs is interested in 
funding this project,” he said.
Lee said the system is easy to operate because 
all that is needed is running water.
“Developing countries can use this system to 
generate heat and for refrigeration,” he said.
The daylong fair was capped off  by a series of  
award presentations ranging from “people’s choice,” 
to “best written summary,” to “best exhibit.”
Tim Lee and his team received two awards for 
their effort.
The team placed second in the “people’s 
choice” category, and fi rst in the “best exhibit” 
category. They won $1,000 for their idea.
“It feels good, I’m proud of  our team,” Lee 
said. “It is nice to see our work payoff.”
Gowani, president of  the SJSU Entrepreneurial 
Society, said he thought the event was a success.
“This event gave students the opportunity to 
shine,” he said. “Some that were shy about their 
projects actually won.”
Gowani said his group plans to host similar 
events in the future.
Students make their way into San Jose State’s Neat 
Ideas Fair at the Barrett Ballroom on Nov. 29.
KRISTEN MACFARLANE // Special to the Daily“Silicon Valley is the place 
where million-dollar ideas 
are created.”
FAISAL GOWANI
President, SJSU Entrepreneurial Society
Filmmakers vie for awards, 
fi ve Cinequest spots
Best Animation: 
“Princess and the P”
“T.N.E.I.T”
Best Comedy: 
“iRob”
Best Drama: 
“Mass Transit”
“Dreams on a String”
Best Picture:
 “iRob”
Audience Choice 
Award: 
“Dreams on a String”
Staff  Writer
By EKENE IKEME
And the winners are ...
‘Big-play’ linebacker refl ects on 
his career, prepares for the future
Dwight Lowery, senior corner-
back for the SJSU football team, 
was selected to the 2007 Ameri-
can Football Coaches Association 
All-America team.
Lowery is the fi rst player in SJSU 
football history to be selected twice 
as a fi rst-team All-American. 
His fi rst selection came as a ju-
nior, the fourth ever SJSU player to 
be recognized by AFCA, in 2006.
Head coach and AFCA second 
vice-president Dick Tomey said 
the selection is “an accomplish-
ment for Dwight, our program 
and the WAC.”
Assistant coach Keith Burns 
said Lowery’s two-time selections 
are a sign of  the football pro-
gram’s improvement.
“It’s an unbelievable accom-
plishment,” he said.
Lowery is among four defensive 
backs to be selected, and the only 
one from a CSU on the entire de-
fense lineup.
Tomey said Lowery is one of  two 
players from “losing teams” this sea-
son to make it onto the 2007 team.
“It shows our program has made 
progress,” Tomey said.
Lowery said the announcement 
was “completely shocking” to him.
“It wasn’t expected of  me, so it 
was easy,” he said.
The cornerback, who graduates 
this semester, was praised for his 
overall performance by Tomey.
“Dwight made a difference on 
our practice fi eld as soon as he got 
there,” Tomey said.
Lowery said he could not 
choose a single favorite or best 
moment out of  the season, add-
ing that it is something he “could 
write a small book” about.
Lowery said his fi nal year with 
the team was a challenge, but sin-
gled out his performance in the 
Oct. 12 home game against the 
University of  Hawaii.
“I think I’m capable of  doing that 
week in, week out,” he said, “I expect 
to play that way all the time.”
Senior quarterback Adam 
Tafralis said Lowery was an impor-
tant element in the Hawaii game 
despite the loss.
“Dwight single-handedly 
brought us back into the game,” he 
said.
In the Hawaii game, Lowery 
scored on an 84-yard punt return 
that tied for the fi fth-longest return 
by an SJSU player.
Lowery fi nishes his SJSU career 
with a 14.4 yards per return average, 
ranked at 14th on the national level, 
and 13 interceptions in 25 games.
Lowery chosen as AFCA 
fi rst-team All-American
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After being introduced to foot-
ball at the age of  5, SJSU senior 
linebacker Demetrius Jones was 
hooked.
“There hasn’t been a year gone 
by that I haven’t played football,” 
he said.
Assistant coach Charles Nash, 
who recruited Jones, has watched 
him grow both on and off  the 
fi eld. 
“He tries very, very hard to do 
the things he’s been asked to do,” 
Nash said. 
The coach said that he has mon-
itored Jones’ growth and seen him 
mature since his freshman year.
A very physical and instinctive 
player, the linebacker insisted on 
playing every down and making 
something happen, Nash said. 
“He’s been known to make some 
big plays,” he said.
Jones racked up 110 tackles over 
the 2007 season, second behind fel-
low senior linebacker Matt Castelo.
Jones’ skills on the fi eld earned 
him Western Athletic Conference 
Defensive Player of  the Week af-
ter SJSU’s victory against Stanford 
University during the 2006 season. 
Jones said that was his best game 
and favorite memory from his time 
on the team.
“Everybody thought we were 
going to lose that game,” Jones 
said. “We came back from a big 
defi cit, and we came back to win 
the game.”
Jones’ worst memory was from 
his freshman year, when the team 
played against the University of  
Florida. 
The Spartans started the scor-
ing in the game with a fi eld goal, 
but ended up losing 65-3. 
“It was a pretty bad game,” 
Jones said.
After playing his last game for 
SJSU on Nov. 24, in a victory 
against the University of  Ne-
vada – Reno, in which he had 12 
tackles, Jones is looking ahead to 
graduation next May, as well as 
a potential spot on a professional 
team. 
Jones has already started his 
training for Pro Day, where scouts 
from NFL teams come to test play-
ers’ strength and agility.
Jones said that to be able to play 
for any team would be a big deal 
as long as he can keep playing the 
game he loves.
Jones said he is also hoping 
to get into a senior-bowl game, 
although, “if  it doesn’t happen 
I defi nitely have a lot of  other 
things I could keep on doing.”
He is also helping to promote a 
non-profi t organization that aids 
people who have had disasters in 
their family. 
Jones said he was inspired to 
help out after a friend’s brother 
was killed in a car accident, and 
his family had trouble paying for 
the funeral.
Staff  Writer
By LEAH BIGELOW
Staff  Writer
By MARK ASPILLERA
Senior outside linebacker Demetrius Jones was one of just two Spartans to 
record more than 100 tackles in 2007. Jones forced two fumbles during 
the season, one sack and 3.5 tackles for a loss.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
MEN’S 
BASKETBALL
Non-conference play 
Fri., Nov. 30 
SJSU ...................... 78
CSU Bakersfi eld ..63
 
- Tim Pierce, 
17 points
- Jamon Hill, 
14 points
-DeVonte Thomas, 
13 points
 
SJSU weekend scores and stats
WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL
Non-conference play 
Fri., Nov. 30 
SJSU ............................. 59
CSU Northridge............55 
 - Natalie White,
  19 points
 - Sayja Sumler,
  12 points
 - Myosha Barnes,
  10 points
BASKETBALL 
ON TAP
The upcoming schedule for 
the men’s and women’s teams:
Men:
Wed. Dec. 5 @ San Diego 
Sat.   Dec. 8  vs. Santa Clara
Sat.   Dec.15 vs. N. Arizona
Women:
Thu. Dec. 6  @ CSU Bakersfi eld
Sun.  Dec. 9  @ San Francisco
Sun.  Dec.16 @ Washington St.
Three players score in 
double fi gures as SJSU 
secure their fi rst win.
Five players score in 
double fi gures for SJSU.
Its record stands at 3-1 
this season.
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Constant, who had introduced the 
fi lters proposal. Constant said he 
was worried about children’s pos-
sible exposure to pornography and 
addressed concerns of  opponents 
of  the proposal.
“I have taken the liberty to do 
some independent investigation 
and research,” Constant said, “and 
Internet fi ltering has become very 
sophisticated. It works much like 
your anti-virus software on your 
computer. As more threats occur, 
the software becomes updated.”
Chavez’s students were part of  
the council, as well as city staff, 
journalists and activists. Students 
who were council members had to 
vote like their real-life counterparts, 
Reddick said. Reddick represented 
District 10 on the City Council and 
interviewed Pyle for preparation. 
Reddick said Pyle told her that she 
wasn’t in favor of  the fi lters, though 
she needed to do more research.    
Real-life counterparts mentored 
and evaluated the students. Santa 
Clara County District Attorney 
Dolores Carr, Ron Diridon, execu-
tive director of  the Mineta Trans-
portation Institute, activist Lisa 
Jensen and Sal Pizarro of  the San 
Jose Mercury News were among 
the people present at the meeting.
“I thought everyone played 
their role really well,” said Lauren 
Sutherland, a senior public rela-
tions major, who represented Dis-
trict 6 in the simulation. 
Sutherland interviewed District 
6 Councilman Pierluigi Oliverio to 
research her role. While Oliverio 
didn’t tell her his opinion, Suther-
land said she did Internet research 
and read news articles to fi gure out 
his perspective. 
While the council members and 
activists in the mock council meet-
ing had to vote the same way they 
think their real-life counterparts 
would, students had their perspec-
tives away from the simulation.
Chris Choi, a junior political 
science major, played a biology 
professor who spoke out against 
the fi lters. His personal opinion on 
the fi lters, though, is different. 
“I think it’s a good idea, actually, 
because you don’t want kids exposed 
COUNCIL // Members mentored, evaluated class
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to porn at the library,” Choi said.   
Choi said he was a little nervous 
at fi rst when he had to stand at the 
lectern and address the council, but 
he said it was a fun experience.
Choi said it was a good chance 
to practice public speaking, though 
it was hard to keep his comments 
under the one-and-a-half  minute 
time limit. 
Sutherland said she’s against 
the fi lters because they may ham-
per Internet research. Sutherland 
gave the example that breast can-
cer Web sites could be restricted by 
the fi lters for mentioning the word 
“breast.”
Reddick said she’d prefer a 
compromise, such as having the 
Internet access on the second and 
third fl oor of  the library unfi ltered 
and displaying a disclaimer in the 
lobby. 
Constant said another possible 
solution is to have two separate 
ways of  logging onto the Inter-
net: people who log-in as San Jose 
public library patrons would have 
fi ltered Internet access, while San 
Jose State University students 
would have unfi ltered Internet 
access. 
Reddick said she took some-
thing valuable away from this ex-
perience.
“I came to a realization as a 
political science major: I would 
not want to run for offi ce,” Red-
dick said. 
She said she would prefer work-
ing for an elected offi cial, since she 
enjoyed researching issues.  
Political Science Professor Terry 
Christensen, who normally teaches 
the local politics class, is on sab-
batical this semester, but was also 
one of  the evaluators of  this simu-
lation. 
Christensen said he may re-
think the way he structures his own 
simulations for future classes, such 
as considering the number of  is-
sues and whether to have students 
be coached. Chavez’s simulation 
is the fi rst one to take place in the 
San Jose Council Chambers.  
Christensen said simulations 
give students a chance to learn 
about and experience the process. 
Some students who may not do 
well on tests and papers may fl our-
ish during this hands-on experi-
ence, he said. 
Chavez, who is Leader in Resi-
dence of  the political science de-
partment, thanked Constant for 
his participation.
“It is a very risky thing, political-
ly, for someone to say, ‘That’s right. 
Take my idea and practice on it,’” 
Chavez said.
Chavez said when she had told 
Constant about her idea, she asked 
him for his thoughts.
“His response out-of-the-box 
was, ‘This is about education,’ and 
I just thought that was very pro-
found,” Chavez said.
Acting as mayor 
at the mock city 
council meeting is 
ex-mayor Susan 
Hammer leading 
Cindy Chavez’s 
political science 
class in the city hall 
chambers.
HANNA THRASHER // 
Spartan Daily
Cindy Chavez, a guest lecturer for a political science class, holds a mock city 
council meeting in the City Council chambers.
HANNA THRASHER // Spartan Daily
“I think it’s a good 
idea, actually, because 
you don’t want kids 
exposed to porn in the 
library”
CHRIS CHOI
Junior, political science majorAn exhibit honoring 
SJSU’s Speed City era was 
scheduled to be inducted and 
moved to the NCAA Hall of  
Champions in Indianapolis, 
but has been postponed due to 
a fi re at the NCAA museum. 
Speed city was an era in 
the ’50s and ’60s when SJSU 
coaches and athletes from 
track and fi eld and cross 
country made numerous ap-
pearances in the Olympics. 
Gail Dent, associate di-
rector of  public and media 
relations of  the NCAA, said 
in an e-mail that on Nov.14, 
around 7:15 a.m., there was 
an isolated fi re in the NCAA 
Hall of  Champions, which is 
where the Speed City exhibit 
at was scheduled to be moved 
to this month. 
In San Jose in the ’60s, 
athletes from San Jose State 
College — what SJSU was 
called at that time — became 
globally-recognized fi gures in 
the Civil Rights and “black 
power” movements that re-
shaped American Society, 
said Urla Hill, guest curator 
of  History San Jose. 
Hill said that the exhibit 
closed Sunday and that some 
of  the artifacts in the exhibit 
include items from former 
track and fi eld coach Bud 
Winter’s infl atable life vest, 
which he invented while he 
trained fi ghter pilots in World 
War II. 
She said that the exhibit 
also contains SJSU judo 
coach Yoshiro Uchida’s 
opening ceremony Olympic 
uniform. Uchida was coach 
of  the fi rst Olympic judo 
tournament in 1964.  
Julius Menendez’s Olym-
pic photos and Olympic 
sweat suit are at the exhibit; 
Menendez was the only per-
son who ever coached two 
sports at the Olympic level 
— boxing in 1960 and soccer 
in 1976, said Hill. 
“San Jose State set a very 
important trend,” Hill said. 
Hill said the “From Civil 
Rights to Black Power” ex-
hibit represents the non-
white athletes and coaches, 
who represented a more 
ethically diverse team than 
other universities. Their ac-
complishments were earned 
in spite of  widespread racism 
toward people of  color, Hill 
said. 
Dent said that the reason 
why the NCAA was interested 
in the Speed City exhibit be-
cause it represents the diver-
sity of  the athletic program 
at SJSU, and also comes be-
fore the 2008 Olympics.
The NCAA Hall of  
Champions is in the process 
of  cleaning up the mess from 
the fi re. 
The basketball video ex-
hibit in the middle of  the 
second fl oor of  the Hall of  
Champions caught fi re from 
an undetermined cause, Dent 
said. 
“There’s mostly water 
damage right now,” said 
Kelly Dodds, assistant direc-
tor of  special projects of  the 
NCAA Hall of  Champions. 
Dent said the fi re was iso-
lated to one section of  the Hall 
of  Champions but the water 
damage created several issues.
Dent said the cleanup pro-
cess is still in progress, and 
the NCAA Hall of  Champi-
ons is closed indefi nitely but 
will reopen.
Speed City 
exhibit’s move to 
Indianapolis 
postponed
Fire delays induction of SJSU display 
into NCAA Hall of Champions
Staff  Writer
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EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C li-
cense
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call 
Kyle 408-981-5894 or Rick 
408-593-9612 for an interview. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do 
you like being on the go, not 
stuck in an offi ce all day? Help 
someone learn to cook, dance, 
read, work on their job and live 
the life they choose. We seek 
dedicated people to work with 
our clients who have disabili-
ties to help them make com-
munity connections. Creativity, 
caring and commitment defi ne 
us. Have CA license, clean 
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. In-
structors, Community Support 
Facilitators, Job Coaches, 
Roommates & Companions. 
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org
****JANUARY OPENINGS 
****
Earn$500-$2000 in January. 
Work part-time or full-time dur-
ing January break!
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*$17.70 BASE/ appt
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally
*Some conditions apply
*Customer sales/ service
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Guarantee your summer job 
now!
*****************************
CALL LOCATION NEAREST 
YOUR HOME FOR INTER-
VIEW
San Jose (408)866-1100
Mtn View (650)940-9400
San Frnsco(415)239-9520
SantaRosa(707)586-1636
CntraCosta(925)521-9250
Berkeley (510)428-1131
Fremont (510)790-2100
Monterey (831)372-1799
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
EASTER SEALS seeks Life-
guards, Instructional Life-
guards & Aquatic Specialists, 
part or full time in San Jose 
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex 
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Ti-
ago@408 295-0228. Send re-
sume to jobs@esba.org or fax 
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/ 
hour DOE. 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment with 
day & evening shifts for respo-
sible & energetic people. Apply 
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri. 
We are located in San Pedro 
Square 
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS 
EARN up to $150 per day. Un-
der cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. Exp. not req’d.  
Call 800-722-4791 
REC LEADERS, INSTRUC-
TORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for el-
ementary school hours, after 
school hours or evening hours 
for middle & HS programs. De-
gree not required. Need car & 
have experience working with 
youth. 
VM (408)287-4170 x 408. 
EOE/ AAE 
NANNY WANTED: Part-time 
weekday afternoons for two 
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have 
own car and references. Start 
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579
AFTER SCHOOL 
TEACHERS
JrK-4th grade school seeks 
responsible individuals for ex-
tended daycare. P/T in the af-
ternoon M-F. No ECE units are 
required. Previous experience 
with children preferred. Please 
contact Stephanie at 248-2464 
or fax resume to 248-7433.
CHILD CARE STAFF NEED-
ED! YMCA CHILD CARE - 
Directors, Assistant Directors, 
Teachers and Teacher Aides 
needed! 
Looking for a fun rewarding ca-
reer working with children? The 
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is 
hiring for Licensed School-Age 
Child Care Centers TODAY! 
Programs located throughout 
San Jose, Cupertino, Sara-
toga, Campbell and Evergreen 
areas. 
Full & Part Time positions avail-
able ñ hours fl exible around 
school. Fun staff teams, great 
experience working with chil-
dren, career advancement, 
excellent FT/PT benefi ts and 
training opportunities. 
Teachers require minimum 12 
semester units in ECE, educa-
tion, recreation, psychology, 
sociology, physical education 
and/ or other related fi elds. 
For more information, locations 
and pay ranges, check out our 
website at 
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/ 
index.php. (408)351-6434 
PT/FT RECEPTIONIST WANT-
ED Located in Downtown San 
Jose within walking distance 
to SJSU. Email resume to 
sburch@redwoodemp.com 
or fax to 408-778-1076 attn: 
Sean 
LIFEGUARD & SWIM IN-
STRUCTORS 
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim In-
structors Needed! 
If you enjoy being around the 
water and want to be paid for it 
then the YMCA of Santa Clara 
Valley has the job for you! You 
must be at least 16 years of 
age, enjoy working with peo-
ple, and the have passion to 
make a difference! 
Please visit our website at 
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/ 
index.php for more details. 
(408)351-6434 
SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL 
PLAN (includes cosmetic) 
$71.75 per year. Save 30%-
60%. For info call 
1-800-655-3225 or 
www.studentdental.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts, 
Repair PC, Data Recovery, 
Remove Virus Pop Up $49 
(408)469-5999 
OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New oppor-
tunities for upcoming produc-
tions. All looks needed, no 
experience required for cast 
calls. Call 877-218-6224 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted 
into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 
20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to 
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 
10 AM or 3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or 
services advertised below nor is there any guarantee 
implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved 
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements 
in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional 
information.  Classified readers should be reminded 
that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for 
goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully 
investigate all firms offering employment listings or 
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
1. Eat a “rainbow” every day: 
Eating fruit and veggies in a variety of colors 
— red, dark green, yellow, blue, purple, 
white and orange — provides the most 
broad range of nutrients.
2. Avoid fad diets: 
Fad diets teach short-term, extreme weight-
loss techniques. In the end, these diets 
often make you gain more weight.
     3. Reduce liquid calories: 
One can of Coca-Cola per day can add 16 
pounds of body fat in one year (so can 
sweetened ice teas, lemonades, juices or 
any sweetened beverage).
      4. Increase Calcium and Vitamin D:  
Add three cups of one percent of nonfat 
milk, soy milk, Lactaid or yogurt to give 
you what you need for strong bones and 
much more.
5. Eat when hungry, stop when full: 
Paying attention to your body’s natural 
signals will help you eat an appropriate 
amount of food.
6. Move at least 30 minutes everyday: 
Th is is the No. 1 way to boost your immune 
system and maintain a healthy weight.
7. Keep your grains whole: 
Oats, whole wheat, corn and brown 
rice are examples of whole grains 
that give you more protein, ﬁ ber and 
disease-ﬁ ghting nutrients.
8. Reduce the fatty sauces, 
added oils and cheese: 
Reduce the mayo, sour cream, butter and 
added cheese to keep your diet in balance.
9. Do not skip meals (especially breakfast): 
Skipping meals makes you eat more calories 
at the end of the day.  Eating regularly 
throughout the day will help you feel 
energetic, focused and satisfied.
10. Avoid “mega” vitamin supplements: 
 More is not better. Look for a multivitamin with 
100 percent of your daily value (DV).  Try to get 
your nutrients from whole grains, nuts, beans, 
lean meats, low-fat dairy, fruits and veggies.
 With the daily grind from everyday life and 
ﬁ nals right around the corner, it might be hard for some 
students to keep a nutritious and healthy diet, or even 
know how to have one. Luckily, SJSU Student Health 
Center Dietitian Jennifer Waldrop has oﬀ ered 10 easy 
nutrition tips for your healthy-eating conscience.
 For more nutritious eating information contact 
Waldrop at jwaldrop@email.sjsu.edu or (408) 924-6118. 
For information you can visit the Holiday Eating Table 
outside the Student Union, Dec. 6, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
explore strategies to help you feel more energetic and 
healthy throughout the holidays.
I have sex on my mind, and 
so do you probably — if  you are 
a living, breathing human be-
ing.
We talk about it, read about it, 
watch it on television and in mov-
ies. We have put sex into almost 
every part of  our culture, but it’s 
missing from the one place that 
could actually benefi t from its in-
clusion — sex education.
It’s time to put some sexy into 
sex education.
The Bush administration 
continues to push failed absti-
nence-only policies, but surprise, 
people are still having sex and 
dealing with the consequences 
of  not being safe.
These consequences — un-
planned pregnancies, contract-
ing sexually transmitted in-
fections, or even HIV/AIDS 
— are dire, and the time to do 
something about it is now.
Future reporting from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention may show there are 
many more people newly in-
fected with HIV in the United 
States than previously thought. 
The numbers, assessed by 
the same system for the past 
14 years, used to hover around 
40,000 per year, but federal offi -
cials have changed their method 
to what they say is a more ac-
curate system, according to a 
Dec. 2 article published in the 
New York Times. New estimates 
could reach almost 50 percent 
higher, “with 58,000 to 63,000 
infected in the most recent 12-
month period,” according to the 
Times article, which reported 
numbers from The Washington 
Blade, a gay newspaper, The 
Washington Post and The Wall 
Street Journal.
With the information and ed-
ucation available, sex education 
should no longer focus only on 
attempting to keep people from 
having sex.
The war on sex needs to go 
the way of  the war on drugs.
There are only benefi ts to 
creating a culture where asking 
for birth control, picking up free 
condoms at university health 
centers or buying them in the 
store are no longer seen as sources 
of  embarrassment because some 
outdated moral code tells us that 
having sex is wrong.
It’s not wrong, and it can be 
oh-so very right when done safely 
with someone you care about.
See what I did there? I put a 
little sexy into sex education.
It’s not hard but does require 
a shifting of  attitudes, which is 
going to be the most diffi cult ob-
stacle to overcome.
The Bush administration con-
tinues to put people who push an 
abstinence-only agenda and are 
against birth control and disease-
prevention methods in charge of  
important government programs 
that deal with sexual health and 
family planning.
It is a problem, especially with 
someone such as Susan Orr run-
ning the federal family planning 
programs at the Department of  
Health and Human Services. 
Orr, appointed by Bush in Oc-
tober, is responsible for U.S. 
contraception programs, despite 
being a woman who does not 
believe in contraception.
Not only does Orr oversee 
a $283 million reproductive-
health program and a $30 mil-
lion program that encourages 
abstinence among teenagers, 
but also the Heath and Human 
Services’ Offi ce of  Population 
Affairs, which funds birth con-
trol, pregnancy tests, counsel-
ing and screenings for sexually 
transmitted infections and HIV.
Her appointment comes at a 
critical time, because preventive 
sexual health services are com-
ing under attack.
On Nov. 8 Rep. Mike Pence, 
R-Ind., again asked the U.S. 
House of  Representatives to 
help him eliminate Planned 
Parenthood’s Title X federal 
funding for preventive health 
services like birth control pills, 
cancer screenings, and testing 
and treatment for sexually trans-
mitted infections.
Title X is a program estab-
lished by Congress in 1970 
that provides funding for fam-
ily planning and preventative 
health services.
Planned Parenthood receives 
a huge amount of  their fund-
ing through Title X, and Pence 
seeks to hit them at the knees be-
cause they provide abortions and 
abortion counseling, although 
none of  those services are paid 
for through the program.
Instead of  attacking the most 
successful clinics that treat low-
income and young women, the 
government should be con-
gratulating them for the services 
they provide.
Two recent studies by the 
World Health Organization and 
the Guttmacher Institute showed 
that abortion rates in the world 
are declining, especially in areas 
where contraception is widely 
available.
Making contraception and 
disease-prevention methods 
available to anyone who wants 
them should be the goal.
The government should be 
sponsoring condom giveaways 
and producing hot public ser-
vice announcements that make 
people start equating sexual 
arousal with condom usage.
Condoms should be used 
more prominently in pornog-
raphy, and condom companies 
should sponsor television shows, 
especially reality television 
shows, where sex is one of  the 
main allures of  the program.
There are modern, appealing 
ways to promote safer sex.
San Francisco is offering safer 
sex advice through text messag-
es. San Francisco Chronicle sex 
columnist Violet Blue created a 
“Modern Safer Sex Guide” that 
is free, and available in .pdf, .pdb 
and .txt formats on the Web site 
digitapub.com.
Although the Bay Area may 
be spearheading the movement, 
a shake-up needs to happen at 
the federal level.
In 2005, supporters of  the 
Prevention First Act, presented 
by Senate Democrats including 
presidential hopefuls Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama, 
attempted to establish a combi-
nation of  family-planning pro-
grams, access to contraception 
and teen-pregnancy prevention 
programs. The bill was killed by 
Senate Republicans.
Perhaps if  the Democrats 
gain the presidency in 2008, the 
much-needed change in sexual 
education policy may have a 
chance.
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Time to put the sexy in sex-ed
Administation’s failed attempts to push abstinence beg for a backup plan
Sham democracies have been a 
part of  politics in developing na-
tions for quite a while now.
In some of  these countries, the 
real decision of  who ends up fi lling 
the government seats is made by 
anyone but the common people.
Pakistan is one of  the most re-
cent examples to actually receive 
attention from the international 
media. Incumbent president, oc-
casional dictator and now ex-chief  
of  army staff, Pervez Musharraf, 
continues to hold sway over the 
country despite multiple protests 
against him and the return of  an 
exiled opponent.
A similar series of  events hap-
pened in the Philippines from 
1966 to 1986. Ferdinand Marcos, 
an infl uential senator, assumed the 
presidency in the 1996, eventually 
retooling the country into a virtual 
dictatorship beginning in 1972.
In both countries, self-exiled 
left-of-center politicians made the 
decision to return to their countries 
to stand in opposition of  against a 
dictatorial power. Former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s Oct. 18 
return to Pakistan closely mirrored 
that of  Sen. Benigno Aquino Jr.’s 
own 1983 return to the Philippines 
with some key differences.
Unlike Bhutto, Aquino did not 
explicitly say that he was returning 
in order to run against Marcos in 
the presidential elections. Conces-
sions like presidential elections, 
even of  the allegedly rigged kind 
that Pakistan possesses, had not ex-
isted in the Philippines ever since 
the declaration of  martial law in 
1972.
Both opposition leaders faced 
attempts on their lives almost im-
mediately after returning. The dif-
ference is the difference between 
a suicide bomb in Pakistan and a 
gunman in the Philippines. Bhutto 
survived from the bombing attempt 
unscathed, while Aquino’s life and 
career as a thorn in the side of  the 
dictatorship ended in a pool of  
blood on the tarmac of  Manila In-
ternational Airport.
The question still remains as to 
which outcome will be more infl u-
ential. Bhutto lives on, for the time 
being, to challenge Musharraf ’s 
continual hold on the reins of  
power. In contrast, Aquino’s death 
arguably spurred the non-vio-
lent 1986 popular movement that 
drove an ailing Marcos into exile 
and placed Aquino’s wife into the 
presidency.
“Free elections” in such coun-
tries do not guarantee very much 
freedom, much less a chance for 
the people to actually elect the 
leader they see most fi t to run the 
country.
It is very easy for those in power 
to give speeches and press confer-
ences in which they go on about 
how much they believe in democ-
racy. It is even easier for them to 
then declare martial law, as Mush-
arraf  did on Nov. 3, justifying the 
act as a necessary step in “preserv-
ing the democracy.”
The fact is that political power 
in these “democracies” relies not 
so much on popular favor as the 
backing of  the military. Strongmen 
need a highly mobile armed force 
that can enforce their mandates 
with uniformity across the country.
Musharraf  may have stepped 
down as army chief  in order to 
take up another fi ve-year stint as 
president, but it would be silly to 
think the gesture means he will 
stop being an infl uential force for 
the world’s seventh largest armed 
forces.
Even more developed nations 
face this dilemma of  questionable 
democracy. Turkey’s military has a 
record of  deposing multiple presi-
dents who they deemed as overly 
radical or “detrimental to the de-
mocracy.”
This kind of  setup leads to a sort 
of  modern feudalism. The dictator 
needs the military to impose order 
and legitimize his rule, while the 
military needs the dictator and his 
retinue of  the wealthiest aspects 
of  society to pay their checks and 
elevate their status above that of  a 
well-armed gang whose members 
dress similarly.
Everyone else settles into the 
bottom rung of  the power pyra-
mid, weighed down upon by those 
above.
Dictators in the developing 
world are also helped along by an 
attitude of  self-depreciation among 
the people. With poor education 
and even less money, the citizens 
are convinced that they need a dic-
tator, that they are unable to repair 
the country themselves.
For them, a “mano duro,” or 
hard hand, is necessary to steer 
an “undisciplined” people in the 
right direction. A number of  South 
American nations follow this pat-
tern today.
Members of  Macros’ family are 
still part of  the Filipino govern-
ment to this day.
In a world where martyr is a 
word bandied around by quite a 
few, perhaps Bhutto could serve 
as an example of  a symbol that 
has more value in life rather than 
death, at least until the military 
steps in to end “the anarchy.”
Pakistan’s sham 
democracy mirrors 
Philippines of the past 
Quote of 
the day
“I won’t let this 
paper’s attempt 
to malign my 
name stop me 
from continuing 
my work to serve 
the people 
of Idaho.”
Referring to the Idaho Statesman, 
which reported that he had sex with or 
made sexual advances toward four men 
during his political career.
SEN. LARRY CRAIG
Sara Spivey is the Spar-
tan Daily executive editor. 
This is the last appearance 
of “Off the Record.”
Do you ever fi nd it hard to give 
credit to someone you don’t like?
Being as human as we are, it 
can be hard to look past things 
like “the vibe I get from that per-
son” or “the look on that person’s 
face.”
But in many facets of  our lives, 
what we think of  a person does 
not matter as much as what that 
person does.
This couldn’t be truer when 
it comes to the 2008 presidential 
election, which, by the way, is in 
less than a year.
No matter what you think of  
the candidates as people, what you 
are really voting for are political 
policies and strategies for the next 
four or eight years of  your life.
It’s not the easiest dilemma 
to deal with. When we vote, we 
check a box next to a name. And 
of  course that name is attached to 
a face that we watch on television 
in order to hear those crucial strat-
egies and policies.
How can we not separate the 
policies and strategies from the 
people delivering them?
We have heard all the com-
plaints … Hillary Clinton is fake; 
Rudy Giuliani is trigger-happy; 
Barack Obama is a smoker; Ron 
Paul is idealistic; John Edwards 
is emotional; Mitt Romney has 
distant relatives who were po-
lygamists; Dennis Kucinich is 
weird-looking; Mike Huckabee 
is a Bible-thumper; Mike Gravel 
is off  his rocker; John McCain is 
too old — and all of  them are self-
ishly looking to abuse their power 
and fi ll their wallets — can’t forget 
that.
These things can be taken into 
account — people surely want to 
trust their president — but with a 
grain of  salt the size of  a baseball.
We all need to see the big 
picture.
The upcoming election has 
been called the “most important 
election ever.” That’s arguable, 
but our next president will be the 
president for at least the next four 
years — the fi rst four years of  the 
rest of  our lives.
If  you’re a student working to 
graduate and soon fi nd a job in 
the real world, the next president 
might be the fi rst president of  your 
working life.
If  you’re planning on having 
a child soon, the next president 
might be the fi rst president of  
your child’s life.
Start with the issues, not the 
face delivering them.
Decide what you think is im-
portant and talk about it with 
friends, family, professors and fel-
low students.
Read up on the issues. Flip to 
the news channels during com-
mercials of  the football game or 
“America’s Next Top Model.”
Or if  you really care, only 
watch football or “America’s Top 
Model” during commercials of  
the news channels.
THE OPINION OF 
THE SPARTAN DAILY
EDITORIAL BOARD
The fact is that 
political power in 
these “democracies” 
relies not so much 
on political favor as 
the backing of the 
military.
Election ’08: Keep your eyes on the prize
The war on sex needs 
to go the way of the 
war on drugs.
Spartan Daily editorials ap-
pear every Monday. A special 
Spartan Daily editorial will 
appear this Thursday.
There are modern, 
appealing ways to 
promote safer sex.
Staff  Writer
BY MARK ASPILLERA
Guest columns usually 
appear every Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
SARA SPIVEY
Off  the Record
the title for six years. He also 
believes that San Jose has good 
community involvement and that 
the community trusts the police, 
which makes it easier to help de-
ter crime.
One of  the reasons for San Jose 
falling two spots in the ranking is 
because property theft crimes have 
risen by 25 percent.
Michelle McGurk, public infor-
mation offi cer for Mayor Chuck 
Reed, said that this could be be-
cause SJPD has made it a prior-
ity to focus on violent crimes and 
crimes against people, with less fo-
cus on property issues.
Garcia said that although the 
SJPD would like to ensure that 
people and property could be pro-
tected at all times, a person’s well-
being will receive more attention 
than property will.
Garcia acknowledged that a 
fair number of  offi cers are retiring 
within the next fi ve years and said 
San Jose is hiring 15 new offi cers 
within the next year.
The number sounds small, but 
Garcia explained that the entire 
process, from hiring a new offi -
cer until he or she is fully sworn 
in, could take about a year. Po-
tential offi cers need to have very 
stable backgrounds in order to be 
hired.
Aside from hiring new offi cers, 
McGurk said Mayor Reed has 
added $1 million into gang preven-
tion, intervention and suppression. 
The funds were added to respond 
to recent gang activity.
“The title has provided brag-
ging rights, but the reality is that 
San Jose continues to be a safe 
city,” said McGurk. “San Jose 
remains the safest big city in 
California. We have signifi cantly 
fewer problems than many other 
large cities, including the lowest 
homicide rate of  the Bay Area’s 
large cities.”
According to a San Jose Mer-
cury News article from Nov. 27, 
San Francisco has had 89 homi-
cides this year and Oakland has 
had 112.
Both of  these cities are smaller 
than San Jose.
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ested in learning the language for 
various reasons.
These were people who wanted 
to understand the culture and the 
language, instead of  just listening 
to what people were saying on TV, 
Monsur said.
Some of  these students were 
Arab-Americans who, Oweis said, 
make up more than half  of  those 
who enroll in Arabic classes.
Oweis said he thinks this is due 
to rediscovering their cultural iden-
tity in response to the discrimina-
tion, racism and stereotypes that 
the Arab and Muslim communities 
faced after Sept. 11, 2001.
He said Muslim students also 
tend to enroll in the class because 
it will help them read the Quran 
in Arabic and improve their spiri-
tual life. 
There are also students who are 
interested in learning about the 
Arabic culture, as well as political 
science, international relations or 
Middle Eastern studies students 
who would benefi t from under-
ARABIC // Cracks top-10 list 
Continued from page 1
Property theft 
crimes have risen by 
25 percent in the last 
year.
Members of  the National 
Pan-Hellenic and Interfraternity 
councils “gave back” to SJSU 
Friday by participating in a cam-
pus-wide clean up.
The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council is made up of  fi ve so-
rorities, and the Interfraternity is 
made up of  nine fraternities, ac-
cording to Megan McDonald, a 
Delta Gamma member and the 
Pan-Hellenic Council head of  
philanthropy; and Sean Irwin, 
a Sigma Chi member and the 
Interfraternity Council head of  
philanthropy.
“We’re cleaning up to help im-
prove our campus,” Irwin said, a 
senior aviation major. “We want 
to emphasize that without this 
school, we and our fraternity 
would not be here — so we want 
to give back to the campus by 
cleaning it up.”
The inaugural campus event, 
called “Greeks Give Back,” will 
occur every fall, Irwin and Mc-
Donald said. The event is in con-
junction with the “Day of  Ser-
vice” event in the spring where 
members clean up sites around 
San Jose.
“We see the campus as a 
way to give back,” McDonald 
said. “There will be about 150 
to 200 sorority and fraternity 
members at the event. I hope 
everyone can take away a sense 
of  pride for their campus from 
this event.”
Irwin said members from 
all nine fraternities and fi ve so-
rorities of  the two councils were 
present at the “Greeks Give 
Back” event.
“We’re basically going to be 
helping maintenance today,” Ir-
win said. “We’re going to every 
building, empting trash cans, 
cleaning white boards, and we’re 
going to report any broken furni-
ture, things like that.”
Other places that will be 
cleaned are South Campus lot, the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library 
and the Tower Lawn area.
Irwin and McDonald said the 
event would not have happened 
without the help of  Veril Philips, 
vice president of  Student Affairs, 
and Tony Valenzuela, associate 
vice president of  facilities devel-
opment and operations.
“I think it’s a great idea,” said 
Valenzuela, who provided the 
fraternity and sorority members 
with all of  the cleaning supplies. 
“We’re very appreciative of  the 
student body for doing this. It 
sends the signal to the rest of  
the student body that this is a 
community, and you should be 
involved in making your commu-
nity better and cleaner.”
The fraternity and sorority 
members participating in Friday’s 
event felt it provided them the op-
portunity to refute the stereotypes 
some people have of  them.
“I came out because I want to 
help out the campus,” said Kuj-
tim Redzobic, a freshman nurs-
ing major and member of  Sigma 
Chi. “Also, if  people don’t know 
what fraternity is about, it’s a way 
to show people that it’s not just 
about partying and any other ste-
reotypes that people might have. 
It is also about giving back to the 
community, and that’s what we’re 
trying to do.”
Other students agree with 
Redzobic.
“I think it’s good that us as a 
Greek community is helping out,” 
said Kelli Moon, a junior graphic 
design major and member of  Al-
pha Omicron Pi. “Some people 
on campus think sororities don’t 
do anything, but the purpose of  
us being here is philanthropy.”
Amanda Robles, a junior 
dance major and member of  the 
Alpha Omicron Pi sorority, said 
one of  the things the Pan-Hellen-
ic Council talks to recruits about 
is philanthropy.
“Even though we are a social 
sorority,” Robles said, “we always 
stress on philanthropy,” 
Though the day will be about 
cleaning up the campus, the stu-
dents will also take the time to 
enjoy the event.
Fraternities and sororities 
clean up SJSU’s campus
Inaugural event works in conjunction with “Day of Service”
Staff  Writer
By EKENE IKEME
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standing the language, Oweis said. 
Monsur, who is half  Palestin-
ian, said she was infl uenced by the 
Arab culture growing up and was 
familiar with the pronunciations of  
words in the language.
She said she hoped SJSU could 
add more Arabic classes to the 
schedule so that she could take it 
as a minor. 
Dominique van Hooff, chair of  
the department of  foreign languag-
es, said via e-mail that in this multi-
lingual world students should have 
thorough language preparation.
“Our students are fully aware 
that adding the knowledge of  a 
language to their education will 
globalize their professional pro-
fi le,” she said, “and make them 
more competitive in a world that is 
becoming increasingly fl at.”
The department of  foreign 
Source: The Modern Language Association of  America, Nov. 13, 2007
language hopes to build a strong 
Arabic program at SJSU, van 
Hooff  said. 
“When you speak someone’s lan-
guage,” she said, “you tell them that 
they are important enough in your 
eyes that you want to communicate 
with them and psychologically it is a 
major tool.” 
According to the Modern Lan-
guage Association, Arabic made its 
way onto the top 10 list of  most stud-
ied languages for the fi rst time.
As of  2006, there were 466 Ara-
bic programs offered at universities 
in the U.S., almost double what was 
offered in 2002. 
Spanish, French and German 
continually top the most studied list, 
according to the Modern Language 
Association, with more than 70 per-
cent of  students taking classes in one 
of  those languages. 
“When you speak 
someone’s language, 
you tell them that they 
are important ...”
DOMINIQUE VAN HOOFF
Foreign language department chair
